
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

April 30, 2019 

 
Dubuque County Board of Supervisors 

Dave Baker, chair 

Dubuque County Courthouse 

720 Central Ave. 

Dubuque, IA  52001 

  

Honorable Supervisors: 

 

I request that the County of Dubuque initiate formal conversations with the City of Dubuque about the 

future of Roosevelt (FDR) Park. 

 

Over the past couple of years, I have visited or had conversations about the park with you, members of the 

Dubuque City Council and Brian Preston of Dubuque County Conservation. 

 

Officially, the park is closed, and it has remained undeveloped for a number of years. No funds are 

currently budgeted by the City Council for development, maintenance or operation. 

 

I am aware of other conversations in recent months between the City and County regarding your respective 

roles in making economic, public safety, health and quality-of-life investments to attract and retain talent, 

support population growth and develop as an inclusive community. 

 

Public lands and sustained investment in natural resources are an important part of that equation. As ranking 

member on the Appropriations Subcommittee for Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environmental 

Protection in the Iowa House of Representatives, I am keenly interested in having Dubuque remain a role 

model in protecting our natural heritage and connecting people with nature. I look forward to doing what I 

can to provide greater leadership and assistance in the future through the Iowa General Assembly. 

 

The Isenhart family has taken advantage of the outdoor amenities of the tri-state area for decades. Like 

others, we owe a debt to nature. If a suitable arrangement can be made with the City of Dubuque, I will 

commit $25,000 to the County of Dubuque toward the conservation and development of Roosevelt Park for 

public use as a park, recreation area and a regional education center to demonstrate how we can work with 

the earth for the common good. I offer my assistance to approach and work with other partners to identify 

additional public and private support for such a project. 

 

I thank you for your attention and consideration. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Chuck Isenhart 


